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Its purpose is to monitor how 
democracy works in different countries, 

to explain that to readers in other 
countries and to report on the electoral 

process where people choose their 
representatives and governments.

“

             elcome to the first edition of Democracy
             Asia, a monthly magazine that – as its title 
suggests – aims to look at issues of governance across 
Asia, the continent where well over half the world’s 
population lives.  The word democracy comes from 
two Greek words, demos meaning the people and 
kratia meaning power and control. It is usually held 
to mean a system of government where power 
resides with representatives voted for by the people, 
to whom the government is accountable through 
those elected sitting in an assembly or parliament. 
The British leader Winston Churchill famously 
called democracy “the worst 
form of government except 
for all the others”.

It is not the role of this 
magazine to judge the 
quality or purity of 
democracy in any 
particular country. There 
are other organisations 
that do that. Its purpose is 
to monitor how democracy 
works in different countries, 
to explain that to readers in other countries and to 
report on the electoral process where people choose 
their representatives and governments. In this 
edition we report on elections in Myanmar and those 
that are due to take place in Bangladesh. Elections 
are also taking place in Thailand and we report that 
the country’s border dispute with Cambodia has 
become an issue in the campaign. A look at the 
election that brought an Asian Muslim to power as 
mayor of New York City gives an insight into 
electoral trends in the USA. We report how ‘cost of 
living’ protests in Iran since the start of the year have 
grown into a challenge to the survival of the 47-year 
old Islamic republic and consider how democracy is 
understood rather differently in China.                        

With so much of the world’s attention focused on a 
small number of places such as  Ukraine and Gaza, 
and more recently Venezuela and Greenland, we 
consider it part of our role to make sure that 
on-going confrontations, such as the civil war in 
Myanmar and clashes along the Thailand-Cambodia 
border, do not escape attention. Sadly, the world is 
not as we would like it to be so journalists, including 
those contributing to Democracy Asia, regard it as 
their role to “shine a light” on less well understood 
regions.

We intend also to feature 
business developments 

and technology. For 
example, relations 
between the USA and 
China are as much 
about trade and 
technological rivalry – 
which country makes 
the most advanced 
semiconductors or 

‘chips’ – as about 
warships and military 

might. In this issue we look at India’s IT journey 
towards AI, to use the jargon of modern life. We are 
open to suggestions on what we might call ‘soft’ or 
non-political developments, and intend to feature 
books which resonate across all or part of the large 
continent of Asia.

Finally, our own commitment to democracy is that 
we are happy to hear from you with feedback or 
suggestions – or to join the debate by being 
published in our Readers’ Letters slot. Please send 
your thoughts to Letters@democracyasia.com.  

I shall keep you from the magazine’s content no 
longer.

Nicholas Nugent

W
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