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The Editorial Page

Across Asia this month, 
governments are trying to redefine 

their futures while citizens continue 
to live with the consequences of 

history. From fragile democracies 
and political transitions to 

unresolved conflicts and forgotten 
voices, the region remains in search 

of a more stable tomorrow.

“

         his month we take a close look at Myanmar
         following the elections earlier this year and the 
formation of a civilian government. The former 
military leader, now president, Min Aung Hlaing, 
has seized the opportunity to rebuild relations with 
neighbours, making visits to India, China and Laos 
and plans to visit Thailand in August. We focus on 
the possibility of opening strategic trade routes 
across Myanmar despite the fact that so much of the 
country’s borderlands are not under government 
control.

We reflect on Bangladesh, six months after the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party came to power and two 
years since the previous 
prime minister, Sheikh 
Hasina, was forced out of 
power and into exile in 
India by a movement led 
by young Bangladeshis. As 
Sheikh Hasina says she 
plans to return to 
Bangladesh later this year 
we ask: How close is the 
country to restoring its 
democracy?

We take a first look at 
Indonesia, Southeast Asia’s largest economy, 
having difficulty making ends meet while making 
its expensive 'free' school meals programme work. 
And we look at South Korea to see how it is faring 
two years after the former president attempted to 
declare martial law – and ended up in prison for 
doing so.

Another new country for us is Afghanistan from 
where we carry a BBC report about how difficult it is 
to be a woman if you have ambitions to make your 
mark in society. In neighbouring Pakistan, there is 
some divergence between its role as a mediator 
between Iran and the United States and the 
intransigence of its government in confronting 

insurgency at home in the Baloch and Pashtun 
homelands.

As we go to press, it is difficult to assess the 
situation in Iran where the ceasefire and 
memorandum of understanding agreed with the 
United States in June appear to be coming undone 
– and the international price of oil is rising again. 
We talk to the people of Iran and reflect on the 
promise made earlier in the year by President 
Trump that ‘help is coming’.

We carry a very personal statement from a 
distinguished son of India, now living in the 

United Kingdom. 
Centenarian Captain Yavar 
Abbas, who is old enough 
to have fought in Burma 
during the Second World 
War, shares an extract 
from his memoirs in 
which he argues that 
Partition should never 
have happened. Partition, 
the division of South Asia 
which took place in 1947 
to create the new nations 
of India and Pakistan, and 

from which Bangladesh 
emerged in 1971, is also the subject of Bookshelf 
this month featuring British broadcaster Mishal 
Husain, who writes in a  new book of the role her 
grandparents played in that Partition.

Business takes a look at the state of the Indian 
economy, alongside our regular Bisinomics feature, 
and we could not leave you without taking a 
considered look at Asia’s disappointing presence – 
or lack of – at the football World Cup.

Welcome to Democracy Asia’s August edition, 
which I hope you will find both enjoyable to read 
and informative.

Nicholas Nugent

T
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Iran
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 
Supreme Leader killed in the 
opening strike of the US-Israeli 
war on 28 February, was finally 
laid to rest in a state funeral 
spanning 3–9 July, after the 
ceremony was twice postponed 
amid fears over security. The main 
procession through Tehran on 6 
July continued to Qom before 
crossing into Iraq, taking in the 
Shia holy cities of Najaf and 
Karbala, ahead of burial at the 
Imam Reza shrine in his 
hometown of Mashhad on 9 July. 
More than 100 countries sent 
representatives. Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who succeeded his 
father as Supreme Leader in 
March, has not appeared in public 
since the killing.

Iran-US
The ceasefire, which had held only 
tenuously since April, collapsed in 
early July after a fresh exchange of 
strikes centred on the Strait of 
Hormuz. President Trump 
declared on 10 July that the 
memorandum of understanding 
signed in June is over, following 
days of American strikes on 
Iranian targets and Iranian missile 
and drone fire on US bases in 
Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan. 
Mediators, including Qatar and 
Pakistan, were working to bring 
both sides back to talks. 
Commercial shipping through the 
strait has again fallen sharply from 
its pre-war average of around 110 
vessels a day.

India
India's satirical Cockroach Janata 
Party (CJP), the subject of last 
month's cover story, escalated its 
stand-off with the government 

after police used tear gas and batons 
to disperse a march of more than 
10,000 protesters toward Parliament 
on 20 July. Delhi police said nearly 
180 people were injured, including 
118 of their own personnel, and 70 
protesters were detained. CJP 
founder Abhijeet Dipke said the 
movement would halt street 
marches for supporters' safety but 
continue its month-long sit-in at 
Jantar Mantar while maintaining its 
demand for the resignation of 
education minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan over alleged examination 
irregularities.

China
Xi Jinping used an AI conference in 
Shanghai to launch a World 
Artificial Intelligence Cooperation 
Organisation, with 29 founding 
member states from Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and Europe. 
Addressing the conference on 17 
July, Xi called on countries to 
embrace open-source AI to avoid 
what he called ‘new historical 
injustices’ in global technology 
access. UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres attended the 
launch.

Myanmar
President Min Aung Hlaing 
announced on 15 July that he would 
visit Thailand in August, following 
his first official visit to an ASEAN 
member state – Laos – earlier this 
month. Myanmar's foreign minister 
met ASEAN counterparts in 
Bangkok on 13 July, days before the 
announcement.

Thailand
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul 
held talks with Malaysian 
counterparts on 9-10 July on 
containing a renewed wave of 

violence in Thailand's 
Muslim-majority southern 
provinces, where a series of bomb 
attacks has reignited a 
decades-old insurgency.

Sri Lanka
Organised scam networks are 
increasingly relocating to Sri 
Lanka as crackdowns intensify in 
Cambodia and Myanmar, 
according to Sri Lankan police, 
who arrested more than 1,000 
foreign nationals from scam 
centres in the first five months of 
the year. A police raid in the 
southern towns of Galle and 
Matara in May led to 192 Indian 
and 29 Nepali nationals being 
detained.

Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan's atomic energy 
chief, Almassadam Satkaliyev, 
toured Chinese nuclear facilities 
in mid-July as the two countries 
deepened cooperation following 
Kazakhstan's selection of China 
National Nuclear Corporation for 
its planned nuclear power 
programme. The visit followed a 
trip to Astana by China's energy 
chief, Wang Hongzhi. The 
cooperation reflects Kazakhstan's 
efforts to expand its civilian 
nuclear energy programme with 
Chinese support.

Nepal
Nepal's monsoon season has 
killed at least 168 people and 
injured nearly 1,000 since 
mid-April, with more than 3,400 
weather-related incidents 
recorded nationwide, according 
to Nepal Police. A fresh spell of 
heavy rain in mid-July triggered 
dozens of landslides and floods 
within a single 24-hour period.
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