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How the war has damaged Iran

Sri Lanka's model recovery threatened

What did Trump achieve in Beijing?
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The Strait of Hormuz is 
blocked, and the world is 
watching oil prices. But 
across Asia, a quieter crisis is 
unfolding in the fields. From 
India's kharif farmers 
calculating fertiliser costs 
before sowing, to Sri Lanka's 
fragile recovery, to 
Thailand's rice paddies and 
the Philippines' double 
exposure — the Iran war's 
most lasting damage may 
not come from fuel 
shortages but from lack of 
nitrogen. 

With a third of global 
seaborne fertiliser trade 
passing through one narrow, 
dangerous strait, Asia's food 
security now hangs on a 
chokepoint most people 
associate only with crude 
oil.
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The Editorial Page

From Iran's shattered streets to Asia's 
emptying fuel tanks, this month 

reveals how one conflict is quietly 
reshaping lives, harvests and alliances 
across an entire continent—while the 

world asks whether the old global 
order is breaking apart for good.

“

         he war between the US, Israel and Iran may be
         in abeyance as the result of successive 
ceasefires but a state of uncertainty prevails in Iran 
where families scarcely dare attempt to repair their 
homes or rebuild their businesses, let alone their 
lives, while the threat of further attacks hangs over 
them. Our reporter speaks to ordinary people about 
their suffering and the devastation already caused to 
their country. In a second report, we tell how the 
country has been cut off from the rest of the world 
since the start of the year as a result of its 
government’s action in blocking access to the 
internet. News 
channels tell people 
of the ongoing 
negotiations but most 
people have no access 
to family members 
living abroad. Who 
should they blame for 
this blackout, the United 
States or their own 
government?

We look at the impact the blockade 
of the Strait of Hormuz is having on the rest of Asia 
– in shortages of fuel for transportation and 
cooking and for the shipping of fertilisers from the 
Gulf at just the time that many farmers need them 
to guarantee their crops. A case in point is India 
where the kharif planting season is nigh. Just as 
serious is the impact on smaller economies which 
are dependent on urea and other imported 
fertilisers which are both scarce and expensive 
when available. Beyond the fuel crisis, the fertiliser 
crisis raises the spectre of food shortages unless the 
Hormuz blockade is brought to an early end.

We take a look at the rearming of Japan, a nation 
bound by a pacifist constitution since the end of 
World War Two which is now spending more on 
its armed forces  and exporting defence 
equipment to allies, moves that are unsettling 
China, the region’s dominant power. We report on 
the May talks between presidents Xi Jinping and 
Donald Trump asking: Was anything achieved?  
And take a look at how the US president is 
perceived by the Chinese people. Has he given his 
adversary nation a greater sense of well-being 
through his aggressive tariff policy and by the 

uncertainty of the 
outcome of his actions 
in the Middle East?

Bisinomics also looks 
at how the Iran war 
has unsettled many 
countries’ economies, 
and possibly given a 
boost to oil and gas 
producers elsewhere. 

We take a look at Asian 
prospects in the football 

World Cup, whose final rounds begin this month 
in the USA, Canada and Mexico. Bookshelf reviews 
a book by Rana Dasgupta that considers the 
possibility that the end of globalism may give rise 
to a completely different world order, something to 
reflect on as we ponder a world that seems to be in 
a high state of disorder.

Do write and tell us whether you think Democracy 
Asia is addressing the issues that interest and 
possibly concern you: letters@democracyasia.com

Nicholas Nugent
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Iran-US
Leaders of the US and Iran met 
for talks in the Pakistani capital 
Islamabad in mid April, and 
have subsequently been 
exchanging messages on 
potential deals. The blockade of 
Iranian ports by the US, and of 
the Strait of Hormuz by Iran, 
remain, though some vessels are 
reported to have got through. 
The ceasefire between Iran, the 
US and Israel remains in place 
despite further threats from 
President Trump to resume the 
bombing of Iran.
 
US-China
President Trump visited Beijing 
in mid May for talks with 
President Xi Jinping. It remains 
unclear whether any significant 
progress was made on the key 
issues – trade and Taiwan – or 
the extent to which the two 
leaders discussed the ongoing 
conflicts in the Middle East.
 
Iran
The Iranian Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Narges Mohammadi, 
54, was released from prison on 
bail after she lost consciousness 
and was transferred to hospital 
for treatment. After ten days she 
was moved to her home for 
further treatment. Mohammadi 
has been imprisoned on and off 
since 2016, currently under a 
44-year sentence. She was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 2023.

India
In elections in five states, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which 
rules nationally, took control of the 
eastern state of West Bengal for the 
first time and strengthened its 
position in nearby Assam. It fared 
less well in southern India, with 
the Congress Party taking control 
of Kerala from the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), while a 
former film star replaced DMK 
leader M.K. Stalin as chief minister 
in neighbouring Tamil Nadu.
 
China
A military court passed 
‘suspended’ death sentences, 
effectively amounting to life 
imprisonment, on former defence 
ministers Wei Fenghe, 72, and Li 
Shangfu, 68. Both were convicted 
of accepting bribes as part of an 
anti-corruption drive introduced 
by President Xi Jinping when he 
took office in 2012. Wei and Li are 
the most senior generals to have 
been convicted.
 
Thailand
Former Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra, 76, was released after 
spending 8 months in prison for 
corruption. A previous 8-year 
sentence was earlier reduced to one 
year after the controversial political 
leader returned from 15 years of 
self-imposed exile abroad. He was 
greeted on his release by his 
daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra, 
who had also previously served as 
prime minister.
 

Myanmar
Former state counsellor and 
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who will be 81 this 
month, was transferred from 
prison in the capital 
Naypyidaw to serve the 
remainder of her recently 
reduced sentence under house 
arrest. It has been reported she 
is in poor health. It was not 
clear whether she will serve her 
sentence at her family home in 
Yangon, or whether she would 
be allowed visitors. Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s sons, who live 
abroad, have been prevented 
from visiting her since the 
military coup in February 2021 
which ousted her from power.
 
Sri Lanka
The Sri Lankan government 
launched an investigation after 
a cyberattack on the finance 
ministry succeeded in stealing 
US$2.5m from an account 
being used to settle a bilateral 
debt with Australia.
 
Bangladesh
The authorities in Bangladesh 
have been carrying out a mass 
vaccination campaign after a 
major outbreak of measles 
killed at least 500 children. By 
mid-May the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
said more than 18 million 
children had been vaccinated 
in the country of around 170 
million.
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Auto-rickshaw drivers wait in long queues to refill LPG at a petrol pump in Kolkata as fuel shortages and rising energy prices 
linked to the Hormuz blockade disrupt daily transport services across South Asia. Photo: IANS

India and neighbours weather the Hormuz 
blockade

South Asian countries have been badly affected by the virtual closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Kavita 
Chowdhury reports on how fuel shortages are affecting people in India, Bangladesh and the Himalayan 
region.
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Protesters gather at Colombo’s Galle Face Green during the 2022 ‘Aragalaya’ 
movement, when economic collapse and fuel shortages triggered nationwide 
unrest. Photo: AntanO/CC BY-SA 4.0
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