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The Chief Justice of India 
called unemployed young 
Indians ‘cockroaches’. 
Within hours, they'd turned 
the insult into a party. The 
Cockroach Janata Party has 
no leader, no manifesto, and 
no ideology, just a meme, a 
mask, and a generation of 
graduates who can't find 
work. From Jantar Mantar to 
Pune to Hyderabad, the 
protests keep spreading.

But beneath the satire sits a 
harder number: nearly 40 
per cent of India's graduates 
under 25 are unemployed.

What happens when a 
democracy's youth stop 
waiting to be heard, and 
start organising as the thing 
they were called.
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The Editorial Page

Across Asia this month,the powerless 
are refusing to stay invisible: young 
protesters in the streets, refugees 

without a country, scam trade victims 
trafficked across borders, testing how 

much change a voice without power can 
still demand.

“

      ust how powerful a force for change are young
      voters? It is a question relevant to youth protest 
across countries as varied as the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Bangladesh and Nepal, where anger over 
jobs, corruption and political exclusion has spilled 
into the streets. In India, young people angered by a 
controversial remark by the country’s Chief Justice 
have rallied around the Cockroach Janta Party, a 
satirical protest movement that is the subject of our 
lead report.

In Bangladesh, we look at the 1.2 million strong 
Rohingya refugee 
community, a Muslim 
minority denied 
citizenship in 
Myanmar and forced 
across the border by 
military violence and 
persecution. Most have 
lived there since 2017, 
some for much longer. 
Our coverage includes a 
first-person account by a 
Rohingya writer born in the camps 
of southern Bangladesh, yet still categorised as a 
refugee.

In another powerful essay, regular contributor Lijia 
Zhang recalls the role she played in Nanjing, in 
eastern China, during the 1989 protest movement 
now associated above all with Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square.

We carry our first report from Vietnam, a country 
that receives less attention than it deserves, partly 
because of tight restrictions on media freedom and 
independent reporting. Another first report, from 
Kyrgyzstan, tries to unravel the politics of a 

country still emerging from its Soviet past while 
navigating the opportunities and pressures of 
being a Central Asian state sandwiched between 
Russia and China.

Cambodia, another small nation with 
complicated relations with a powerful neighbour, 
is struggling to contain scam centres linked to 
online fraud, forced labour and money 
laundering. Many victims are trafficked from 
abroad, including from Africa, after being 
promised jobs and a better life. The scam-centre 

economy has become a 
regional criminal 
industry, with similar 
operations in Laos, 
Myanmar and the 
Philippines.

Our coverage this 
month includes a 
report on the annual 
Shangri-La Dialogue 

in Singapore, Asia’s 
premier defence forum. 

In Business, we look at the growing role of 
US-based AI companies such as Palantir and 
Anthropic in public administration, defence and 
the management of state data.

In Bookshelf, we close with a sobering account of 
life for women in Iran’s Islamic Republic.

We would love to hear whether you feel 
Democracy Asia is helping deepen understanding 
of the world’s most populous continent and its 
many nations.
  
Do tell us at letters@democracyasia.com

Nicholas Nugent

J
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Iran-US
In late June, it remained unclear 
how much of a reported 14-point 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) between the United 
States and Iran had been 
accepted by both sides, amid 
competing claims from 
Washington and Tehran. The 
ceasefire, which initially came 
into effect on 8 April, remained 
broadly intact despite US claims 
that Iran had downed an 
American military helicopter 
near the Strait of Hormuz, 
followed by US retaliatory strikes 
on Iranian territory. The MoU 
provides for the reopening of the 
Strait of Hormuz and the lifting 
of some US economic sanctions 
on Iran. A major obstacle was 
the continuation of Israeli strikes 
on alleged Hezbollah targets in 
Lebanon. Tehran argued that the 
ceasefire provisions should also 
apply to Israel and Hezbollah, 
although neither was a party to 
the MoU. In June, direct talks 
between the US and Iran 
resumed in Switzerland, with 
Qatar and Pakistan continuing 
to act as intermediaries.
 
China
Following separate visits to 
Beijing by Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping paid 
his first visit to the North Korean 
capital Pyongyang since 2019. 
The Chinese president and Kim 
Jong-un reaffirmed the close ties 
and defence pact between their 
two countries and pledged closer 
political, economic and cultural 
cooperation.

Myanmar
Another visitor to Beijing was 
Myanmar’s military leader, Min 
Aung Hlaing, on his first visit to 
the Chinese capital since assuming 
the presidency earlier this year. The 
two sides signed 18 cooperation 
agreements, including on 
cross-border infrastructure, trade, 
disaster relief, health and media. 
Many of these issues relate to the 
Myanmar-China borderlands, 
where anti-government ethnic 
armed resistance, smuggling, scam 
centres and other criminal activity 
remain major concerns. Min Aung 
Hlaing had earlier visited India 
from 30 May to 3 June for talks 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

Chinese mine disaster
A gas explosion at the Liushenyu 
Coal Mine in Shanxi province 
killed 82 people. There were 247 
workers underground at the time; 
128 were injured and hospitalised, 
35 escaped unhurt and two 
remained unaccounted for. It was 
the worst mining disaster in China 
since 2009. The authorities 
promised a rigorous investigation 
after reports of serious safety 
violations at the mine.
 
Philippines
A magnitude 7.8 earthquake off 
Mindanao in the southern 
Philippines killed at least 55 people 
and injured more than 1,100. It 
triggered tsunami warnings across 
the region, with waves of about one 
metre recorded on nearby coasts 
and smaller waves observed farther 
away.
 

Indonesia
Senior officials overseeing the 
country’s $15 billion school 
meals programme were 
arrested over allegations of 
corruption. The programme, 
initiated by President Prabowo 
Subianto, aims to provide free 
meals to about 83 million 
children and pregnant women. 
The programme has been 
popular but controversial, with 
critics warning about its cost, 
governance and food-safety 
problems at a time of 
weakening investor confidence 
in Southeast Asia’s largest 
economy.

India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
marked 12 years in office, 
becoming India’s longest 
continuously serving elected 
prime minister and surpassing 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s post-1952 
elected tenure. Modi, 75, first 
became prime minister in 2014 
and secured further mandates 
in 2019 and 2024. Nehru’s 
overall tenure, however, 
remains longer at more than 16 
years.  
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